Dry Drayton Village Pubs
A brief overview of the six public houses which existed at different times in the village of Dry
Drayton, Cambridgeshire. This is a work in progress. If you can add anything to this article, please email webmaster@drydrayton.net.
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Black Horse
Location: Park Street Dry Drayton, next to the School
Operating Dates: 1780s to date. Grade II listed building, 17th or early 18th Century cottage, earliest
newspaper reference found: 1791.
Details
The earliest newspaper reference to the Black Horse was in 1791 with a report of a horse stolen
from the premises.
The pub was, on a number of occasions over the years, the location for auction sales and inquests. In
1841 the licensee there was Mrs Sarah Dilley, a 55 year old widow. In 1852 William Thompson was
the licensee and in 1854 William Taylor took over the licence. In 1859 the Black Horse was one of
fifty inns and public houses sold, along with Fosters Brewery at 29 Thompsons Lane Cambridge,
under the will of brewer Richard Foster (1803-1858). In 1861 William Taylor was prosecuted for
permitting drunkenness and disorder on the premises. He was acquitted, but in 1868 he was
convicted of a drunken assault on his wife, which almost cost him his liquor licence at the next
licensing session. By 1872 Taylor's wife, Jane, was running the pub, and she continued to do so until
she died in 1901 aged 79.
In 1880 the Black Horse again came onto the market as one of some 30+ premises sold under the
will of brewer and maltster Wilks William Featherstonhaugh (1818-1880) of the Crown Brewery,
Newmarket Road, Cambridge. By the 1890s the Black Horse had been acquired by Orwell brewers P
and A H Meyer. Meyers were in turn bought, with 26 tied houses, by J and JE Phillips of Royston who
owned the Black Horse until 1949 when the brewery business and 150 tied houses were sold to
Greens of Luton.
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From 1909 to 1913 the Black Horse was running a share-out club, a sort of communal welfare and
savings organisation, for around 30 locals. In 1913 the licensee was Walter Impey. Walter fell foul of
the local constabulary in 1916 when a surprise visit by a constable led to a court appearance for
being open after hours.
In more recent years the Black Horse, now in private ownership, has become the last remaining
public house in the village. Like many other village pubs, It went through a period of difficult trading
in the early 2000s, closing in 2016 when it was offered for sale. A steering group, then Dry Drayton
Community Enterprises Ltd, were established to mount a rescue. In the event this proved not to be
necessary, when the present licensees, Colin and Amanda O’Neill, took over the business. (and are
doing a fantastic job)

Black Horse 2022
Supporting information.
Cambridge Chronicle 16th July 1791 Page 3. Stolen from Black Horse –
Bay Horse. Stolen out of the stable of Francis Chapman, the Black Horse, at Dry Drayton, in the
county of Cambridge on Monday night the 4th or early on Tuesday morning the 5th instant, July, a
bright bay horse, with bridle and saddle, near 14 hands 3 inches high about 8 years old fired on the
near foot before, his near eye rather blemished and carries his tail awry; a small blaze on the
forehead, has a small splint with a feather in his neck, chapped with the collar and is useful in
drawing. Supposed to be stolen by William Wilson, carpenter, a Leicestershire man, who worked last
at Elsworth. Whoever will bring or give information of the said horse, to Isaac Beesley at the Crane
Cambridge, so as he may be had again, shall receive one guinea reward, and all reasonable charges.
Cambridge Chronicle 6 February 1824, P3, Sale Butcher's Shop.
To be sold by auction by Elliot Smith, at the Black Horse public house in Dry Drayton, on Friday the
20th day of February 1824, at 7 o’clock in the evening
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Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Friday 28 April 1826 p3. Pasture and land sale.
Pasture and Arable Land Dry Drayton, to be sold by auction, by John Swan, At the Black Horse, Dry
Drayton, on Wednesday May 3, 1826, at seven o'clock in the evening
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Friday 29 July 1836 p3. Crop sale.
Cropping. Dry Drayton, to be sold by auction by Elliot Smith and Son on Wednesday next August 3
1836 at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 46 acres of very fine wheat, 23 and a half acres of Barley, 23 and a
half acres of beans and peas, 25 acres of oats, and 3 and a half acres of clover, now growing on Mr.
Markham's farm at the Cambridge entrance to Dry Drayton. Catalogues may be had at the Black
Horse Dry Drayton
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 15 January 1842 p2 Estates for sale.
Estates, Dry Drayton, to be sold by auction by J.Wentworth at the Black Horse, in Dry Drayton,
Tuesday, January 1842
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 7 May 1842 p2 Village shop for sale.
General Shop Baking Premises Dry Drayton, Cambs. To be sold by auction by Joseph Wentworth, at
the Black Horse public-house, Dry Drayton, Thursday, June 2, 1842, at Seven o’clock in the evening,
in one lot. All those desirable Premises occupied by Mr. Alexander Bell, Grocer, Baker, and General
Shopkeeper, comprising Double Messuage, with Shop and Bake Office, in which is an eight-bushel
Oven, Yard in front, Stable, and Outbuildings. Copyhold of the Manor of Crowlands. Quit-Rent. For
further particulars enquire of Mr. J. P. Lawrance, solicitor, or of the Auctioneer, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 24 July 1852 p8, trial of alleged arsonist.
One of the witnesses was William Thompson, publican of the Black Horse.
Cambridge Chronicle 18 June 1853 p.4 Inquest Joseph Marritt, Thatcher.
An inquest was holden on Saturday last, at the Black Horse, Dry Drayton, before Mr Marshall, on
view of the body of Joseph Marritt. The deceased was a thatcher and was engaged in his usual
occupation on Friday last when he lost his balance and fell head first from the ladder upon which he
was standing: he was assisted to rise but sustained so much injury from his fall that he never
recovered and remained speechless from the time of the accident till about 6 o’clock the following
morning, at which time he died. Verdict “Accidentally killed by falling from a ladder”.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 8 April 1854 p8 Black Horse.
Cambridge Division Petty Sessions. Licences: William Taylor of Dry Drayton was permitted to hold
the licence of the Black Horse until the next transfer day. The full transfer was reported in the
Cambridge Independent Press, Saturday 20 May 1854 p7.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 28 May 1859 p5 sale of the Black Horse.
List of lots described as "the estates of Richard Foster Esq deceased" to be sold by auction on 22nd
June 1859 by Charles Wisby. These included the old established brewery in Thompsons Lane
Cambridge with residences and fifty old licensed inns and public houses etc.
Lot 23 Dry Drayton, the Black Horse, tenement, blacksmith's shop and close about 13 and a
half acres.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 5 January 1861 p8 Drunkenness at the Black Horse.
Petty Sessions police intelligence. Cambridge Division Petty Sessions, Saturday, December 29th. Wm.
Taylor, landlord of the "Black Horse," Dry Drayton, was charged with permitting drunkenness and
disorderly conduct in his house. Stated he had the house for six years. Case dismissed.
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Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 5 September 1868 p3 Assault by publican.
William Taylor, publican, of Dry Drayton, was committed for ten days for an assault on his wife on
the 1st of September. It appeared that the defendant has recently been drinking hard and now
seemed to be affected with delirium, he had sold his clothes for drink and the Bench were anxious to
treat the case in a way best for him, as on previous occasions when suffering so he has involved
himself in trouble of a more serious character. Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 12
September 1868 p8 reported that Taylor was sentenced to 10 days for the offence and to enter into
his own recognizances.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 2 October 1869 p7 Licence at the Black Horse.
Adjourned Licensing Meeting of the Cambridge Petty Sessional Division. Dry Drayton. The Black
Horse, Dry Drayton. William Taylor made application for a renewal of his licence of the above alehouse at the last meeting, when a conviction of wife beating was proved against him, and the
applicant was said to be of dissolute habits. The Magistrates then said they would take time to
consider, and he now came up for their decision. The Bench still did not consider him a fit person,
but as the house was properly conducted by the wife, they should allow the licence this time, and
hoped it would act as a caution against Taylor. He promised it should.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 24 August 1872 p8 drunken disturbance at the Black
Horse.
Frederic Matthews, and Robert Gasson, holders of a hawker’s licence, taken out at Leicester to
travel with one horse, and William Matthews, holder of a pedlar's licence, were charged with being
disorderly and refusing to quit the Black Horse public-house, occupied by Jane Taylor, at Dry
Drayton, on the 15th Aug.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 1st March 1901 p5. Death of Mrs. Taylor
Obituary. The death of Mrs. Taylor an old and much respected resident at the Black Horse Inn
occurred on Thursday week. Her age was 79. The funeral took place on Monday last and many
parishioners attended.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 24 July 1880 p5 Sale of Public Houses and other
properties. Important sale of brewery and other property comprising 30 old licensed and other
houses, two maltings, cottages and land .... to be sold by auction by Wisbey and Son......by order of
the Trustees under the will of Wilks William Featherstonhaugh Esq deceased
The long list of properties included:
Dry Drayton
The "Black Horse" O.L., other premises, garden and land
The Queen's Head B.H.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 31 December 1909 p8. Share-out Club.
Between twenty and thirty members of the Black Horse Inn Share-out Club sat down to a capital
supper on Friday December 17th when the catering of Host and Hostess, Mr. and Mrs. W. Impey,
gave every satisfaction. Each member received 2s. 3d. The club has been fortunate in not having
much sickness. It was decided to re-start the club the first Friday in January. Votes of thanks were
passed to the host and hostess, the Treasurer, the Secretary, and Messrs. J. and J. E. Phillips, Ltd. The
rest of the evening was devoted to music. The chair was taken by Mr. G Chapman, and several
capital songs were contributed by Messrs. G. Cook, A. Radford, G. Bean, D. Shipp, E. N. Smith and C.
Anable.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 3 January 1913 p10. Share out Club
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DRY DRAYTON. Share-Out Club. The members of the Black Horse Share-out Club met on Wednesday
last, when each member received the sum of £l 2s. 6d. Christmas Cheer. On Christmas Eve the Rev.
R. Winkfield distributed to most of the inhabitants a joint of meat and packet of tea as Christmas
gifts.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 31 October 1913 p12. Off to Australia. On Monday night a
hearty send-off was given at Mr. W. Impey's Black Horse to Sidney Stearn of Dry Drayton, who sailed
in the S.S.Arnadale on Tuesday evening for Australia. The Cricket Club, of which Mr. Steam was
member, subscribed together 8s. as a parting gift. The meeting closed with the singing of "Auld Lang
Syne."
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 17 March 1916 p2. Licensed Victualler Fined
Sunday Afternoon Surprise at Dry Drayton. The visit of a constable to a Dry Drayton public house on
a Sunday afternoon resulted in the appearance before the Cambs. Divisional Bench on Saturday of
the licensee of the Black Horse on two charges. The defendant, Walter Impey, was defended by Mr.
A. V. Clements. Lieut-Col. Defendant was first charged with opening his licensed premises during
closing time about four p.m. on the 5th of March, for the sale of intoxicating liquor. Fined on one
charge, the second charge dismissed.
Cambridge Daily News - Saturday 14 February 1920 p3 Justifiable Assault.
At Cambs Divisional Bench today, Saturday, Francis Joseph Thompson of the Three Horse Shoes Dry
Drayton was charged with being violent and refusing to leave licensed premises of the Black Horse
Dry Drayton and also with assaulting Alfred George Rivers, the licensee of the Black Horse. The case
was dismissed.
Black Horse Current web site: https://www.blackhorsedrydrayton.com/
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99
British History Site. Dry Drayton's inns included the Five Bells, opened after 1810, where the
Oakington road met the Huntingdon turnpike. Recorded from 1841 it became solely a farmhouse
after 1912. In the village itself were the Three Horse Shoes, recorded from the 1760s, and the Black
Horse, open by c. 1780, which both survived into the 1930s. Only the Black Horse remained in 1985.
A clubroom for the labourers' Shepherds friendly society had been built behind the Queen's Head
beerhouse by 1876. https://www.british-history.ac.uk

Queen's Head
Location: Junction of Pettitts Lane and Long Lane and Queensway, now known as Jasmine House.
Operating Dates: 1847 to 1909
Details
The earliest reference found for the premises is in 1847 when it was recorded as the address of
Thomas Badcock (1803-1885) and the newly formed Peace and Unity Lodge of the Ancient Order of
Shepherds. Next came the sale of the Queen’s Head, beer house, in 1857. The tenant / occupier at
that time was still Thomas Badcock. The pub was, over the years, the venue for auction sales and the
occasional inquest. Around 1876 a clubroom was added to the premises for meetings of the Ancient
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Order of Shepherds. By 1880 the Queen’s Head and the Black Horse Dry Drayton were both part of a
large group of Cambridgeshire and Suffolk public houses owned by brewer and maltster Wilks
William Featherstonhaugh (1818-1880) of the Crown Brewery, Newmarket Road Cambridge. The
portfolio came under the auctioneer's hammer after the brewer's death. By 1899 the Queen's Head
was run by a Mr Barber, a keen supporter of the Village Cricket Club and village events. In 1890 the
pub was again sold at auction, described as: "substantially built of brick and slate [with] tap room,
bar, club room 39 feet by 15 feet, living room, with good beer cellar, six bedrooms and the usual
domestic offices. There is a large yard at the side having thereon wash house, coal place with lodge
over. Boarded and thatched barn stable and boarded and tiled coach house". The pub was bought by
Fenstanton Brewery who advertised for a new tenant that December. The pub had a beerhouse
licence and was trading about 60 barrels per year. The new landlord was Francis Joseph Thompson.
Fenstanton Brewery, with 54 tied houses, was acquired by the Star Brewery, Newmarket Road,
Cambridge in 1901. By 1909 sales at the Queen’s Head had fallen to 42 barrels per year. The County
Licensing Justices felt that five licensed premises were excessive for a village with a population of
323, which included 80 school children. As a result they took away the licence, paying the Star
Brewery compensation of £190 and the licensee just £20.

Jasmine House, formerly the Queen’s Head, beside Queen’s Passage 2022.
As this public house opened around the start of the Queen Victoria’s reign it may seem obvious that
its name refers to Queen Victoria. However, a number of commentators suggest that it is not the
custom to associate a pub name with a current monarch. This suggests that the name refers to
Queen Elizabeth I. The connection remains unknown, but could have been as simple as a portrait of
Elizabeth I being on display there.
Supporting information
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 8 May 1847 p3 Ancient Shepherds
Ancient Shepherdy.—in consequence of the rapid increase of the number of lodges in the Wisbech
district, it was thought proper that Cambridge should be formed into a separate district, and
accordingly a grant was given from the head of the Order in April last, at their annual meeting, and
an opportunity has soon occurred to call upon the officers of the Cambridge district. A Lodge of the
Order has been formed, at the house of Bro. Thomas Badcock, Queen's Head, Dry Drayton; when 21
respectable young men, after examination by Bro. Pinchard, surgeon, of Cottenham, were initiated
into the Order by Bro. R. Hutt, P.C.S., and Bro. James Dyson, Pro. Cor. Sec.; assisted by Bro. Charles.
A most excellent dinner was provided by host Badcock, to which all did ample justice, and the
greatest harmony prevailed.
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Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 4 July 1857 and Cambridge Chronicle and Journal Saturday 4 July 1857 Sale of the Queen's Head.
Eleven capital public houses, land and orchards being in the town of Cambridge or the immediate
vicinity, will be sold by auction by Mr A.G.Ekin, at the Hoop Hotel Cambridge on Friday 24th July
1857 commencing punctually at two o'clock. The list includes The Queen’s Head, beer house, Dry
Drayton and several cottages with an allotment of land in the tenure of Thomas Badcock and others.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 10 July 1858 p2, sale of properties.
Dry Drayton, Cambridgeshire. To be sold by auction, by James Billet, at the Queen's Head public
house Dry Drayton, on Friday, the 23rd of July, 1858 at Seven o’clock in the evening. The Following
Estates in two lots.
Lot 1. All that piece of ground in Dry Drayton, consisting of an orchard and garden, and
containing, with the site the Two Cottages standing thereon, 0a. 1r 22p,. The cottages and
gardens are in the several occupations of Wm. Pratt and Wm. Badcock; and the Orchard is
well planted with Fruit Trees, and is in the occupation of Mr T. Badcock. The Lot is Copyhold
of the Manor of Crowland, Dry Drayton, aforesaid.
Lot 2. All that valuable Freehold Orchard, adjoining the set Lot, well planted with Fruit Trees,
and containing with the Roadway, la. 1r. 28p., in the occupation of the said T. Badcock. The
purchaser of this Lot is to Fence the roadside as Stumped and next the copyhold orchard.
For further particulars apply to Mr C.Margetts, solicitor or to the auctioneer, Huntingdon.
Cambridge Chronicle 13th July 1867 p5. Sudden death of Jonas Edwards.
On Thursday last an inquest was held at the Queen’s Head, Dry Drayton, before F.Grin Esq., deputy
coroner, on view of the body of Jonas Edwards. The deceased it appeared had suffered from gout
and on Thursday morning he died suddenly, before medical aid could be procured. Mr Knowles,
surgeon, was of the opinion that death arose from an enlarged and feeble condition of the heart,
and the jury returned a verdict accordingly.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 24 July 1880 p5 Sale of Public Houses and other
properties.
Important sale of brewery and other property comprising 30 old licensed and other houses, two
maltings, cottages and land .... to be sold by auction by Wisbey and Son......by order of the Trustees
under the will of Wilks William Featherstonhaugh, deceased.
The long list of properties included:
Dry Drayton
The "Black Horse" O.L., [On Licence Ed] other premises, garden and land
The Queen's Head B.H. [Beerhouse Licence Ed]
Some cottages and land, two double cottages in the High Street.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 19 March 1881 p4 Property sale. Dry Drayton,
Cambridgeshire. To be sold by auction by Messrs. DILLEY & SON, at the Queen's Head Inn, Dry
Drayton. On Wednesday the 30th day of March. At six for seven o'clock in the evening, the following
VALUABLE ESTATE: All that valuable Freehold ORCHARD GARDEN, containing la. 3r. 10p. (more or
less) well stocked with thriving fruit trees. Bounded on the north east by the cottage and garden of
Mr Balls and the land of Mr. John Silk: north east by a private drove of J. O. Daintree. Esq : south by
land of J. Daintree. Esq.: and south west by a public road; as now in the occupation of Mr Joseph
Thompson, at the annual rent of £13, he paying rates and taxes, except land tax and landlord's
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property tax. Land tax 6s 6d. for further particulars apply to the auctioneers, the Market-place.
Huntingdon, or to Messrs. Margetts and Son, solicitors, Huntingdon.
Cambridge Chronicle 7th July 1899 p4. The Feast.
The Feast was celebrated on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. On Tuesday a cricket match, Dry
Drayton v Oakington was won by the visitors, but on the following day the Dry Drayton team beat
Caldecote. Tea for the cricketers was supplied by Mr. Barber of the Queen’s Head. Amusements
were plentiful, dancing was indulged in each evening at the Queen’s Head, and altogether the
youngsters and villagers had the jolliest time they have experienced of late.
Cambridge Chronicle 4th August 1899 p4. Cricket.
The Club here and a team from Swavesey engaged in a match on the cricket ground on Wednesday
the 26th ult, when the visitors were defeated . A good tea was provided afterwards by Mr. Barber of
the Queen’s Head. The visiting team left at ten o’clock for home.
Cambridge Chronicle 20th October 1899 p4. Cricket Club.
The members of the cricket club celebrated the close of the season by a friendly game last Saturday,
followed by supper at the Queen’s Head Inn. The host, Mr. Barber, provided a most excellent repast
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. After supper a smoking concert was held at which many other
inhabitants of the village were present. A very pleasant and interesting evening was spent. After
payment of expenses a credit balance is carried forward for the next season.
Cambridge Chronicle 6th July 1900 p8. The Feast.
The usual festivities in connection with the feast have taken place this week and visitors have come
from all quarters. The school children have enjoyed their holidays and there has been the customary
swing boats and stalls for boys etc. The cricket club arranged two matches with Caldecote and
Comberton on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and the visitors had an easy victory each day.
Mr. Barber of the Queen’s Head provided an excellent tea and there was dancing etc, in the evening.
It is highly satisfactory to note that the feast has again passed off in a most orderly manner.
Cambridge Chronicle 21st September 1900 p3. Drowning Fatality at Dry Drayton.
The County Coroner (Mr. A.J.Lyon) held an inquiry at the Queen’s Head, Dry Drayton last Friday
evening into the circumstances attending the death of Julia Marian Thompson, the seven year old
daughter of Francis Joseph Thompson, a gardener residing in Dry Drayton.
Cambridge Chronicle 5th October 1900 p5. Sale.
All that valuable freehold licensed property consisting of a well accustomed beerhouse, known by
the sign of “The Queen’s Head” situate in the village of Dry Drayton, Cambs. The house is
substantially built of brick and slate and contains:- tap room, bar, club room 39 feet by 15 feet, living
room, with good beer cellar, six bedrooms and the usual domestic offices. There is a large yard at
the side having thereon wash house, coal place with lodge over. Boarded and thatched barn stable
and boarded and tiled coach house. Also a well planted orchard and three cottages at back built of
lath, plaster and thatch, one having tiled roof and one in the respective occupations of Messrs.
Baker, Frank Thompson and John Impey. The property has an area of about 1 ½ acres (more or less)
which Messrs. Grain Moyes and Wisbey are instructed by the proprietors to sell by auction, at the
Lion Hotel Petty Cury, Cambridge, on Saturday October 20th 1900 at 4.30 o’clock in the afternoon.
Further particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained by Messrs. Elison and Co Solicitors, 5
Petty Cury, Cambridge or of the auctioneers 66 St Andrews Street, Cambridge.
Cambridge Daily News Monday 10th December 1900 p1. Public House To Let
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Queen's Head Beerhouse, Dry Drayton, to be let, incoming easy, trade about 60 barrels apply
H.J.Burt, Fenstanton Brewery or Messrs. Papworth and French, solicitors, Cambridge.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 19 March 1909 p3 Licensing
The adjourned Licensing Sessions for the Cambridge Petty Sessional Division of the County took
place at the Shirehall. Chesterton. on Saturday......
Queen's Head Dry Drayton. Deputy Chief Constable Webb stated that this beer-house was owned by
the Star Brewery Co., and was in the occupation of Francis Joseph Thompson, who had been there
11 years. The rent was £4 per annum, and the rates and licence £6, were paid by the tenant. The
rateable value was £14 gross, and £l2 net. The average yearly trade for the past four years was 42,
barrels. There was a Shepherds’ Club attached to the house. The population of Dry Drayton was 323,
including 80 school children. There were five licensed houses, which gave an average of one to 65
inhabitants. The house was referred for compensation.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 3 December 1909 p6 recorded the award of the County
compensation authority - Star Brewery, owners, £190, tenant F.J.Thompson £20.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 10 June 1910 p1. Sale
Dry Drayton, Cambs. All that Valuable Freehold Property, Comprising brick, tiled and slated
messuage formerly known as the "Queen’s Head" Dry Drayton, with the outbuildings. orchard, and
grass, and three cottages adjoining, the whole containing la. 21p. (more or less), and now in the
occupation of Mr. Thompson and others, which Messrs C. E. Gray and Son are instructed to sell by
auction, in the Club Room of the Premises, formerly the Queen’s Head, Dry Drayton, On Friday June
17th, 1910, At Seven o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to such conditions of sale as may then
be produced. Further Particulars of Messrs. Eaden, Spearing Haynes, Solicitors. 15, Sidney Street,
Cambridge, or of C. E. Gray & Son. Auctioneers, 29. St. Andrew's Street. Cambridge.
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99
Clubroom added for the Shepherds Club now Jasmine Cottage ( Walker, History of Dry Drayton,
Add. pt. i. 10.)
British History site. Dry Drayton's inns included the Five Bells, opened after 1810, where the
Oakington road met the Huntingdon turnpike. Recorded from 1841 it became solely a farmhouse
after 1912. In the village itself were the Three Horse Shoes, recorded from the 1760s, and the Black
Horse, open by c. 1780, which both survived into the 1930s. Only the Black Horse remained in 1985.
A clubroom for the labourers' Shepherds friendly society had been built behind the Queen's Head
beerhouse by 1876. https://www.british-history.ac.uk

Five Bells
Location: outside the main village. Five Bells Corner, Mill Road, where the Oakington Road met the
Huntingdon Turnpike (now A14)
Operating Dates: c.1842 to 1913
Details
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The Five Bells public house was situated outside the main village of Dry Drayton at the crossroads of
the Huntingdon Turnpike and the Dry Drayton to Oakington Road (formerly Mill Road). Around 12
acres of farmland went with the property.
As with other Dry Drayton public houses, the Five Bells was the occasional venue for inquests and
sales. It is in the former capacity that the public house first featured in the Cambridge Chronicle in
1853. In 1855 magistrates transferred the licence of the Five Bells from Stephen Chapman to Robert
Underwood. In 1861 John Underwood, age 59, was the head of the household at the Five Bells. In
1868 John Underwood was the licensee there, prosecuted for selling beer after hours. Police said the
premises were however generally well conducted.
In 1881 the pub was sold by auction. It was described as: “That old-licensed public house, called Five
Bells, being a corner house, abutting on the Cambridge and Dry Drayton roads, containing taproom,
parlour, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, and good cellar, with open yard, barn, stable, cow lodges, and other
outbuildings, and well of excellent water, as now in the occupation of Mr. John Underwood. Twelve
Acres (more or less) of productive land, in two closes, adjoining the above public house and abutting
on the Cambridge road, ten acres (more or less) being Arable, and two acres (more or less) Pasture,
also in the occupation of Mr. John Underwood.” In 1883 Underwood sold up, with a sale of live and
dead stock and furniture at the premises. In 1884 the licence for the premises was transferred to
Phoebe Sharpe.
In 1889 an unexplained stack fire showed the isolation and vulnerability of the premises and later in
the year the licence was again transferred, this time to William Cole, who was still in post in the 1891
census. By 1901 the publican was Alfred Parcell, 40, and he was charged with working lame horses.
Animal welfare does not seem to have been one of his strengths. A number of instances followed
where horses and cattle from the Five Bells were found straying on the highway.
In 1910 the licence for the Five Bells was transferred from Alfred Parcell to John Spriggs. John Spriggs
was on 2nd November 1912 fined 20s and 24s. 6d. costs for permitting drunkenness to take place on
his licensed premises. In February 1913 the Licensing Justices strategy was to reduce the number of
public houses. The Five Bells was one of their closures. Annual trade was reported to be around 80
barrels of beer and 20 gallons of spirits. In November 1913 the licence was cancelled with the
payment of compensation of just £1 for the tenant, John Spriggs, and £349 for the owners. The Five
Bells was then one of over 100 public houses owned by Jenkins and Jones Ltd, Falcon Brewery, 68
High Street, Huntingdon. In the 1939 Register, the address was still known as “The Five Bells”, then
occupied by William Harper, horse keeper and tractor driver, and his family.
After running the Five Bells, Alfred Parcell continued to farm in the village and to operate as a
carrier. A double tragedy struck his family in 1917/18. In August 1917 Alfred was collecting granite
from Oakington Station when one of his horses reared up, crushing him with the heavily loaded cart.
He was dead when he arrived at Addenbrookes Hospital. His son, Sidney, who worked on his father’s
farm, was deeply affected by the accident and committed suicide in July 1918.
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Sketch of the Five Bells, Peter Jeevar

No longer occupied, the Five Bells in the 1960s before demolition (courtesy of Chris Turner)
Supporting information.
Cambridge Chronicle 24th December 1853 p4, Child starved to death
An inquest was held before Mr Barlow on Tuesday last, at Dry Drayton, on view of the body of
William Pinney, aged 5 weeks, the infant child of a travelling boiler maker. The mother had carried
the child in her arms under her shawl, from St Ives, on the afternoon of Monday last, and had fed it
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twice on the road. When she got to the Five Bells on the corner of the Cambridge and Huntingdon
road, leading to Dry Drayton, she and her husband went in and she proceeded to the fire to warm
the child, when she found it dead. Mr Ellis of Willingham viewed the body and from his testimony
the jury found that the child had died from stoppage of the circulation of blood from excessive cold.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 20 January 1855 p8, Five Bells
Cambridge Division Petty Sessions. Dry Drayton - Robert Underwood applied to have the licence of
the "Five Bells" public House transferred from Stephen Chapman to him - granted.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 25 January 1862 p8 Inquest
Dry Drayton. Inquest. An inquest was held at the Five Bells, Dry Drayton, yesterday (Friday), before F.
Barlow, Esq, coroner for the County, on view of the body of James Binge. Deceased had been
engaged carting, and while riding one of the horses from the field, he was observed to fall off. He
was conveyed to his home, where he remained for a short time, and eventually died from injuries
received to the head. Verdict "Accidental death".
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 5 December 1868 p8, three offences in Dry Drayton
Cambridge Division Petty Sessions. Dry Drayton. John Underwood, of the Five Bells, at Dry Drayton,
was charged with selling beer at a prohibited time on Sunday, the 8th of November. P.c. Ash visited
the house about eleven o'clock in the morning; he had some difficulty in getting admission; when
entered he saw the defendant coming from the back door, through which it appeared he had passed
three men, into the yard, having supplied them with beer just before doing so. The house is
generally well conducted. Fined 5s. and costs.
1871 census at the Five Bells, John Underwood 70, farmer with 40 acres employing 2 men and 2
boys, his wife Pheobe, 65, daughter Pheobe, 30, and grandson Charles age 18
Cambridge Chronicle 16 Oct 1880 p8 Inquest
On Tuesday C.W.Palmer Esq, County Coroner, opened an inquest touching the death of William
Thompson, labourer, aged 64, who on Sunday morning was found dead in a shallow ditch or pool of
water on the road leading from Dry Drayton to Madingley. It appears that the deceased was at
Cambridge on Saturday afternoon and that he was last seen at the Five Bells public house Dry
Drayton, five other men being there at the same time. The inquiry was adjourned till 2pm on Friday
(yesterday) for the attendance of these five men to give evidence.
Cambridge Chronicle 23 Oct 1880 p4 Adjourned Inquest
On Friday afternoon in last week at the Five Bells Inn before C.W.Palmer Esq, County Coroner the
inquiry into the death of William Thompson was resumed. As was stated in our last issue in a brief
account of the opening inquiry on Tuesday, deceased was found lying dead in a shallow ditch or pool
of water between Madingley and Dry Drayton on the 11th inst. Richard Dilley, labourer of Dry
Drayton said on the previous Saturday night about 7pm as he was going from Cambridge to Dry
Drayton he found deceased lying on the road about a mile from the Five Bells public house, which is
on the Huntingdon road. Witness picked deceased up. Deceased staggered at first but afterwards
talked to witness quite sensibly. Witness did not think deceased was quite sober but "freshy".
Deceased and witness entered the Five Bells together, went into the tap room and called for a pint
of beer, Deceased left a few minutes afterwards. That was the last time witness saw deceased alive.
Mr and Mrs Pratt and William Wing were with witness when he picked deceased up. Witness was
not sober. Mrs Ann Pratt, wife of W Pratt labourer said that on the previous Saturday evening she
and her husband, also the witness F.Dilley and Wing started from the Wheatsheaf Castle End to walk
to Drayton. On the way they found deceased on the road and he was in her opinion much the worse
for drink. She did not see him have anything to drink in the Five Bells. Mrs Chapman subsequently
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showed deceased to the door. Deceased was not sober. He said he "thought he could manage".
Witness did not again see deceased alive. Mrs Mary Ann Chapman, widow, living with her parents at
the Five Bells said deceased was sober when she showed him out and that he did not say anything to
her on leaving. Susan Wakefield of Madingley said that the previous Monday while she was out
blackberrying with Amy Thompson, they found deceased lying in a ditch with his face in the water.
Witness and her companion ran away and told a woman about it. P.C.Cornwell deposed that from
information he received he went to where deceased was lying and with assistance brought him to
the Five Bells. He found on deceased £1.2s 31/2d in money. Mr R S.Ellis, surgeon, Swavesey, said he
had made a post mortem examination and from the condition of the internal organs he found that
the cause of death was suffocation, which might ensue if a man fell face downwards and had not
strength to recover himself. The jury returned a verdict of "Found drowned"
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 9 July 1881 p4 Sale of public house.
Dry Drayton, Cambs. Hemingford Grey & Hemingford Abbotts, Hunts. Two old-licensed publichouses, two closes of land, Containing 12 Acres (more or less), beerhouse and orchards, and la. 3r.
Op, of Meadow Land, will be sold by auction, by E. L. Flint, At the Unicorn Inn. St. Ives, on Monday,
the 25th day of July, 1881, at Six o'clock in the evening precisely, subject to such conditions of sale as
will be then produced, and in the following or such other lots as may then be determined by the
vendors:—
IN DRY DRAYTON.
Lot I.—That old-licensed PUBLIC HOUSE, called Five Bells, being a corner house, abutting on
the Cambridge and Dry Drayton roads, containing taproom, parlour, kitchen, 3 bedrooms,
and good cellar, with open yard, barn, stable, cow lodges, and other outbuildings, and well
of excellent water, as now in the occupation of Mr. John Underwood. Twelve Acres (more or
less) of productive LAND, in two closes, adjoining the above public house and abutting on
the Cambridge road, ten acres (more or less) being Arable, and two acres (more or less)
Pasture, also in the occupation of Mr. John Underwood.
IN HEMINGFORD GREY. Lot 2 etc
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 3 November 1883 Farming sale Tuesday next.
Dry Drayton, Cambridgeshire, The live and dead farming stock, consisting of a Stack of Wheat, two
Stacks of Barley, Stack of Beans, Hay Stack, three Stacks of Clover & Straw, three horses, forty-three
sheep, Household furniture, and other Effects. Will be sold by auction, by E. L. Flint, On Tuesday
next, the 6th November, 1883, on the premises the Six [sic] Bells, Dry Drayton, in the occupation of
Mr. John Underwood. The live stock comprises one grey Mare, four years old, roan Mare, eight years
old, bay Mare, eight years old. The sheep comprise 40 useful long-woolled Ewes and three Lamb
Hogs. Quantity of poultry. The dead stock comprises stack of wheat (produce of 31/2 acres), stack of
beans (6 acres), stack of barley (6 acres), ditto (41/2 acres), three stacks of clover, straw, and hay;
two good carts, drill, two ploughs, three sets of harrows, wood roll, pig troughs, dressing machine,
corn in sacks, lot of sacks, hurdles, ladders, harness, and other effects. Also quantity of very useful
household furniture. The sale will commence at 11 a.m., from a written catalogue.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 22 March 1884 p7 The Five Bells.
Police Intelligence. Cambridge Division Petty Sessions. The licence of the Five Bells Dry Drayton was
transferred from John Underwood to Phoebe Sharpe.
Cambridge Daily News - Thursday 7 February 1889 p3 Stack Fire.
DRY DRAYTON. Stack Fire. About quarter-past five p.m. on Saturday a fire broke out in a barley straw
stack, lying by the side of the Huntingdon-road, near the Five Bells, in the parish of Dry Drayton. A
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strong wind was blowing at the time, and the stack was totally destroyed. It was the property of
William Neal, farmer and butcher, of Oakington, and the conflagration is supposed to be the work of
an incendiary. Sgt. Sampson and P.C.s Salmon and Camp were quickly on the spot, and are
investigating the circumstances. The stack was valued at about £4O.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 26 October 1889 p5 The Five Bells
The Magistrates granted a transfer of the licence of the Five Bells Dry Drayton from Phoebe Sharp to
William Cole.
Cambridge Chronicle 21st January 1898 p4. Telegraph Communication.
The telegram poles and wire were placed between the “Five Bells” and the Post Office here last
week and will no doubt soon be in working order.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 18th January 1901 p5. Lost Person
Lost her way. In the early hours of Tuesday morning some people in the village (near Post Office)
were called up by a person who said she had lost her way. It is believed to be the same person seen
by the driver of the Royal Mail through Dry Drayton on Monday night between eight and nine on the
Huntingdon Road. It appears she wanted to get to Cambridge and was finally directed at the Five
Bells to her destination.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 7 February 1908 p2. Working lame horses.
A Dry Drayton publican was the defendant in two R.S.P.C A. prosecutions at the Cambridge Division
Petty Sessions held at the Shirehall, Chesterton, before Lieut.-Col. W. Harrell (who presided), W.
Durnford. W. A. Macfarlane Grieve, E. Parish, E. H. Thornhill and H. H. Wiles, on Saturday. In the first
case Edgar Porter, aged 17, labourer, of 35, Benson street, Chesterton, and Alfred Parcell, aged 48,
publican, of the Five Bells, Dry Drayton, were summoned, the former for working and the latter for
causing to be worked, a horse in unfit state at Oakington on January 23rd. Porter pleaded guilty and
Parcell not guilty......
In the second case the defendants were Joseph Hensley, aged 53, labourer, and Alfred Parcell, aged
48. publican, both of the “Five Bells,” Dry Drayton, both pleading not guilty.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 10 June 1910 p7 Cattle straying on the highway
The following cases were heard at the Cambs. Divisional Petty Sessions on Saturday, before
Professor Liveing (in the chair). Canon Pemberton, Mr. W. A. Macfarlane Grieve. Mr. A. P. Humphry,
Mr. W. W. Clear, Mr. E. Parish, Mr. H. G. Ivy, Mr. H. H. Wiles, Mr. J. Lambert, Mr. .T. H. S. McArthur
and Mr. A. S. Campkin also adjudicated in the case in the Children’s Court. Cattle Straying on the
Highway. Alfred Parcell (50), publican, Five Bells, Dry Drayton, was summoned for allowing 12 horses
and three cows to stray on the highway at Dry Drayton on May 29th.—Defendant pleaded guilty.
P.C. Jaggard stated that on the Sunday mentioned, he saw the animals which gave rise to the
complaint straying near the Longstanton-road on Huntingdon-road. Defendant, who had been up
several times for allowing cattle to stray, and once for cruelty, was fined 30s. and costs.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 5 August 1910 p6 Straying Horses
Cambs Divisional Petty Sessions. Saturday, before Lieut.-Col. Hurrell in the chair), Mr.J. O.Vinter, Mr.
H.H.Wiles, Mr. G.R.C.Foster, Mr. W. Macfarlane Grieve, Mr J. Lambert, and Mr. W. W. Clear. Straying
Horses. Alfred Parnell [sic], publican, the Five Bells, Dry Drayton, was summoned for allowing seven
horses to stray on the highway at Dry Drayton, on July 21th. —Defendant pleaded guilty. P.C.Jaggard
said he found the horses straying on the highway, and they remained there about half an hour
unattended. Defendant called his man, who said he was in a public house close by watching the
animals. Eight previous convictions were proved by Supt. Allen against defendant - three for cruelty,
and five for allowing cattle to stray—and he was now fined 30s. and costs 7s 6d.
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Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 2 September 1910 p6 cycle theft
Cambs Divisional Petty Sessions. Saturday. Theft of a Cycle. James Alfred Flynn, labourer, late of the
Five Bells Dry Drayton, was charged with stealing a bicycle. value £6 the property of Alfred Parcell at
Dry Drayton, on August 25th. PC Chappell said he arrested prisoner the previous day on the road
leading from Oakington to the Five Bells. He said. "I am glad you have got me.” On the way to the
police station he said. " I should not have taken it, only I had had a row with the son.” At the request
of Supt. Webb, prisoner was remanded for a week.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 9 September 1910 p6 Stolen cycle
Dry Drayton Labourer's Bad Record. James Alfred Flynn (21), labourer, late of the Five Bells, Dry
Drayton, was charged on remand at the Cambs Divisional Court on Saturday morning with stealing,
on August 25th, at Dry Drayton, a cycle, valued at £4 10s., the property of Percy Andrew Pilgrim. The
magistrates present were: Professor Liveing (in the chair). Canon Pemberton, Messrs H. H. Willis, W.
W. Clear, W. A. MacFarlane Grieve and D. Munsey. Mr Pilgrim said he was cycle agent at Fenstanton.
On August 23rd he let the cycle produced to a Mr Wm. Stafford. He next saw it on Sunday at the
Chesterton Police Station. He valued the cycle at £4 10s. Mr Wm. Stafford, Hills-road, Cambridge,
manager of the Dye Works, St. Ives, said that on August 23rd he hired the cycle (produced) from Mr
Pilgrim, He had a puncture, and left the machine at the Five Bells, Dry Drayton. He called for it on the
25th, and did not see it again until last Sunday at the police station. Witness had not given prisoner
authority to take the cycle away from the inn. Wm. John Parcell, labourer, living at the Five Bells,
stated that Stafford left the cycle in his charge, and he put it in the shed. Prisoner was employed at
the inn. Witness missed the machine on August. 25th. and prisoner had gone too. Flynn had no
authority to take the cycle. Prisoner pleaded guilty. He said he had a row with one of the sons, and
as a consequence went off, taking the cycle with him. Supt. Webb proved previous convictions
against the prisoner. In June 1906 at North London Police Court, he was bound over for stealing
money; in 1907, at the same court, he was sentenced to six weeks in the second division for
embezzling 11s 9d; at Chesterton last year he received one month's hard labour for stealing a
bicycle. When released he went back to the Salvation Army in London. He left the Army for no
reason at all and came into the country as he did not want to be a burden on his father. Prisoner was
now sentenced to two months imprisonment in the third division.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 2 December 1910 p2, licensing
Cambs Divisional Petty Sessions - licences transferred. Full transfer granted for the licence of Five
Bells Dry Drayton from Alfred Parcell to John Spriggs.
Herts & Cambs Reporter & Royston Crow - Friday 8 November 1912 p6 Drunkenness
Fredk. Wilson 45 of 1 Lawrence Yard, Gloucester St Cambridge, labourer, was fined 10s for having
been drunk and disorderly at Dry Drayton on 26th October. John Spriggs 44 of the Five Bells Inn Dry
Drayton was fined £1 for having allowed drunkenness on his premises on Oct 26th
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 14 February 1913 p9. Cambridgeshire Licensing.
Eight Houses Referred. Eight licences were referred on the ground of redundancy to the County
Licensing Sessions at the Shirehall on Saturday morning. Mr. Webb's (Chief Constable's) Report. The
following report was presented to the magistrates:— County Constabulary Office, Cambridge. 5th
February, 1913. Gentlemen, —I have the honour to submit returns showing that in the parishes the
Division there are 112 fully-licensed houses, 33 beerhouses for consumption the premises, three for
consumption off the premises, and one wine licence; total 149—39 less than last year; 31 houses
were transferred to the Borough Cambridge by the Extension Order. Five houses were awarded
compensation 1911, but as the compensation had not been paid at the date of my last report the
licences were then in existence. The houses have since been closed. Two houses were granted
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compensation last year, but as the compensation will not be paid until the end of March they appear
this year's return. There are also two registered clubs, two less than last year, two having been
transferred to the Borough of Cambridge on April last. The population of the Division is now 20,619;
this gives an average of 138 persons to each licensed house. Twenty-two licences were transferred,
against 27 last year. Eleven persons were proceeded against for drunkenness, 10 of whom were
convicted. In the previous year 15 persons were proceeded against and convicted. Seven
applications for occasional licences were made, six were granted, one out of Petty Sessions. Four
applications for extension of the hours of closing were made, one was granted and three refused.
The following licence holders were proceeded against:
Herbert Flint, the Unicorn, Trumpington, was 9th March fined 10s. and 6s. 6d. costs for
being found drunk on his licensed premises. On 10th April he was fined 20s. and 6d. costs for
similar offence. has since left the house.
William George Brooks, of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, was on 26th October fined
10s. and 6s. 6d. costs for being found drunk on his licensed premises. A new tenant took
possession Saturday last.
John Spriggs of the Five Bells, Dry Drayton, was 2nd November fined 20s and 24s. 6d. costs
for permitting drunkenness to take place on his licensed premises.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 28 February 1913 p12, Cambs Licensing Sessions.
Seven Houses Referred for Compensation- The adjourned Licensing Sessions for the Cambridge Petty
Sessional Division Saturday morning, the magistrates bad to consider the cases of the Black Horse,
Over; the Pemberton Arms, Harston; the Little Rose, Swavesey; the Five Bells, Dry Drayton; the Sow
and Pigs, Over; the Black Lion, Willingham ; the Red Lion, Cottenham; and the White Horse,
Five Bells, Dry Drayton. Supt. Webb said the trade of this was about a barrel a week. There were 12
acres land attached but these were sub-let. The rateable value of the house was £14 net. The house
was on the Huntingdon-road, nearly a mile from Dry Drayton, three miles from Cambridge and the
Traveller's Rest was about two miles off and was a little over a mile from the King William. In
November 1912, the tenant was fined for permitting drunkenness on licensed premises. Most of the
trade of the house was roadside trade, and most of it was done on a Sunday morning, during closing
time. Messrs. Jenkins and Jones' representative said they raised no objection to its being referred at
one time because they considered it to be too far out of their area to allow of proper supervision.
They had completed the sale of it to the Star Brewery Co. on condition that the licence was received.
The trade for the past year was 80 barrels of beer and 20 gallons of spirits. In July 1913
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 25 July 1913 p8. Cambs Licensing. Fifteen Houses Referred for
Compensation.
The principal meeting of the Compensation in connection with the Licensing (Consolidation Act.
1910. was held at the Shirehall. Cambridge, on Friday morning. The fifteen houses referred for
compensation included the Five Bells. Dry Drayton full on licence, John Spriggs tenant, Jenkins and
Jones. Ltd. owners. No opposition was made in relation to this public house. The Cambridge
Independent Press - Friday 14 November 1913 p10 recorded the compensation award for these
premises, which was a total of £350. That was £1 for the tenant, John Spriggs, and £349 for the
owners, Jenkin and Jones Ltd, Huntingdon.
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99
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British History site. Dry Drayton's inns included the Five Bells, opened after 1810, where the
Oakington road met the Huntingdon turnpike. Recorded from 1841 it became solely a farmhouse
after 1912. In the village itself were the Three Horse Shoes, recorded from the 1760s, and the Black
Horse, open by c. 1780, which both survived into the 1930s. Only the Black Horse remained in 1985.
A clubroom for the labourers' Shepherds friendly society had been built behind the Queen's Head
beerhouse by 1876. https://www.british-history.ac.uk

Three Horse Shoes
Location: 3 High Street, Dry Drayton
Operating Dates: 1784 - ? 1960s
Details:
Like other public houses in the village the Three Horse Shoes played host to a number of sales and
inquests over the years. In March 1784 there was a sale of the newly erected Dry Drayton smock mill
which was situated on Drayton Hill alongside the Huntingdon Turnpike. The same mill came up for
sale at the Three Horse Shoes for a second time in 1817, although the lease on the land where it
stood only ran for a couple of years, at which point the new owner would have to move the Mill. In
1869 another sale at the Three Horse Shoes included the pub itself along with some small cottages
and a small farm. The pub was described as consisting of "parlour, tap-room, kitchens, good
cellarage, and convenient sleeping apartments; good stabling, cart sheds, and yard adjoining."
The public house again came onto the market in 1875. In 1882 the licence of the Three Horse Shoes
was taken over by Mrs Jane Silk and the pub was again offered for sale in 1886. The sale notice
revealed that the current owner was the Rector, the Rev A W Hamilton-Gell. Had he bought the pub
as an investment, or as its neighbour to be able to control activities there, or as a facility for his
parishioners? In 1888 the new owners (Edwin Swann, brewer, Castle Hotel, Cambridge and local
farmer W Phypers, the next door neighbour to the premises) were advertising for a new tenant. That
year magistrates transferred the licence from Mary Aust to Thomas Ratcliffe. By 1891 Thomas's
widow, Maria Ratcliffe, was the licensee. By 1900 the pub was owned by Lacons, Albion Brewery,
Cambridge, and again the search was on for a new tenant.
The 1901 census records the publican as Charles Bailey, 56. The 1911 census records the licensee as
Joseph Barker, 48. By 1912 the landlord was William George Brooks, who obviously liked his ale,
being found drunk in his own bar by police in 1912 and 1913. It was at this point that the pub was
taken on by Mr and Mrs Thompson. Between 1916 and 1917 the pub ran a "stock Club" (not clear
whether this was "stock" as in livestock, or some sort of investment club.)
In 1920 the licence was transferred from F J Thompson to George John Proctor. In 1937 a full
transfer of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton from Joseph Marshall to Charles John Amos was
granted. In the 1939 register the address was listed as the Three Horse Shoes with Nellie Toombs b
1908 the head of family. In October 1939 Magistrates granted a full transfer of the licence of the
Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton from Ernest Richard Toombs to Frederick John Elbourn. In
December 1944 an application was granted for a transfer of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton,
from Frederick John Elbourn to Frederick Charles Goodwin.
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On 4 Feb 1949 planning permission was granted to The Brewery, Great Yarmouth for improvements
to the living accommodation at the Three Horse Shoes. We do not know exactly when the Three
Horse Shoes ceased operating as a public house. In February 1971 Planning permission was granted
to change the use of the premises from a former public house to a dwelling.

Three Horse Shoes in the 1930s (photo courtesy of Chris Turner)
Supporting information
Cambridge Chronicle 13th March 1784 Page 2 Sale - newly erected smock windmill. To be sold by
auction, on Tuesday the 23rd of March inst at the public house known by the sign of the Three Horse
Shoes, in Dry Drayton in the county of Cambridge, between the hours of three and five in the
afternoon, subject to such conditions as will be then and there produced. All that newly erected
smock windmill, situate at Dry Drayton, near the Huntingdon turnpike road; and all the gears,
fixtures and appurtenances with the same used and thereto belonging; together with 1 acre and 3R
and 35 poles of arable land, on part whereof the said mill is built, as the same were late in the
occupation of William Burton. This estate is held by lease for 40 years from Lady Day 1779, subject
to the reserved annual rent of twenty shillings. For further particulars enquire of Mr White, Attorney
at Law, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle 10 October 1817 Sale of Windmill
To be sold by auction by Elliot Smith. At the Three Horse Shoe public house in Dry Drayton, on
Thursday the 16th day of October 1817, at 6 o'clock in the evening.
Lot 1. all that excellent brick and timber windmill, standing near the turnpike road on
Drayton Hill, not four miles from Cambridge, with two pairs of stones, and all the going
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gears, very complete and capable of grinding 20 coomb daily. The purchaser will have the
use of it, and also of three lands adjoining, til the 1st of January 1819, and then full liberty to
remove it.
Lot 2. all that copyhold estate, consisting of a good house, with part of the yard as staked
out, and barn, stable, slaughter house and outbuildings with a close of pasture land
adjoining the whole, containing one acre and a half more or less. also an excellent allotment
of arable land containing by measurement one acre and a half, lying near the town, as now
occupied by Mr Edward Lee, who will give up the possession at Lady Day 1818.
For further particulars enquire of Elliot Smith, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle 9 April 1819 P3 Stock, William Johnson.
To be sold by auction by Elliot Smith, on the premises of Mr William Johnson (who is leaving his
farm) on Tuesday 20th April 1819, exactly at eleven o'clock.
Fifty-one fine bred, Leicester couples, 14 ditto wethers, 35 hoggets, 4 excellent cows, 3
heifers, 2 strong cart horses, 4 strong useful mares, a very handsome two year old bay colt,
15 store hogs, 2 sows in pig etc etc.
A good iron-arm wagon, 3 carts, ploughs, harrows, harness and a variety of farming
implements; excellent milk leads, barrel churn, hogshead brewing copper, mash tub coopers
pipes and other brewing and dairy utensils; a few lots of household furniture etc.
Credit will be given till the 5th of November next, on approved joint security, for all bargains above
£5. May be viewed the morning of sale and catalogues had at the White Horse, Cottenham,
Willingham, Oakington and Girton: Admiral Vernon Over, Black Bull Longstanton; Three Horse Shoes
Dry Drayton; place of sale; and of Elliot Smith, Cambridge.
A dinner will be provided at the Three Horse Shoes.
Cambridge Chronicle, 19 November 1842, P2 Fatal Accident to Mr. Wilmot a butcher
On Saturday afternoon last, a fatal accident happened to a young man of the name of Willmot, a
butcher, residing at Dry Drayton, as he was proceeding home from the Cambridge Market with his
horse and cart. It appeared that he walked by the side of the horse for some miles as he had no reins
to guide it; at length however he got into the cart, and for some time the horse went very quietly
and steadily, but all at once the animal took fright and ran away. The deceased attempted to get out
in front but as he was trying to do so one wheel went into a ditch, upset the cart and he was thrown
under the horse and killed on the spot. On Monday last an inquest was held upon the body by
G.J.Twiss, Esq, Coroner at the Three Horse Shoes, when the above facts having been sworn to by a
woman of the name of Badcock (who was thrown out of the cart and much bruised). The jury
returned the verdict of “Accidental Death”.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 21 June 1851 p2 Seven cottages for sale
Seven Cottages. Gardens, Orchard, &c. Dry Drayton Cambridgeshire. To be sold by auction, by
Wentworth & Son, At the Three Horse Shoes Public-house, in Dry Drayton, on Friday, June 27, 1851,
at half-past seven o'clock in the evening, in one lot, All those Seven Cottages and Bakehouse,
together with the Orchard or Garden Ground adjoining; as now let to Messrs. Morley, Eddlestone,
Chamberlayne, Dowse, Reynolds, Brooks, and Bynge, at rents amounting to about £22 per annum.
The whole contains One Acre (more or less). Copyhold of the Manor of Dry Drayton. For further
particulars, apply to Mr. Clement Francis, solicitor, Emmanuel-lane; or to Wentworth and Son,
auctioneers, valuers, estate agents, and undertakers, opposite Trinity College, Cambridge.
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Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 7 July 1866 Sale of land
Dry Drayton. To be sold by auction, by Mann and Raven, At the Three Horse Shoes Inn, Dry Drayton,
on Thursday, the 19th of July, 1866, for 7 o’clock In the Evening, direction of the Executors of the
late Mr. Smith Silk.
Lot 1. Three Cottages or tenements, with the Gardens thereto belonging, situate at Dry
Drayton, in the respective occupation of Rutter, Impey, and Ayling.
Lot 2. All that piece of land, situate in Grass Hedges Grove Leys, in Dry Drayton, containing
1a. 2r. 14p., No. 24, on the Award Map, bounded on part of north-east, part of the northwest, and remaining part of the north-east, by allotments now or late of Thomas Silk; on the
south-east by the allotment of lands heretofore belonging to Samuel Smith, Doctor of
Divinity; on the south-west by the Madingley-road; and on the remaining part of the
northwest by an Old Inclosure, formerly the Estate of the said Samuel Smith. The above
Property is Copyhold of the Manor of Crowlands, in Dry Drayton. Further particulars may be
had on application to Mr. E. Wayman, Solicitor, Cambridge, or of Mann and Raven,
Auctioneers, &c, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle 26th December 1868, p5. Inquest on child.
On Saturday last an inquest was held at the Three Horse Shoes Inn in this Parish before F.Barlow
Esq., Coroner, on the body of Enoch Wing, son of James Wing, labourer, a child seven months old,
which died on Thursday previous from inflammation of the lungs. A verdict to that effect was
returned.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 04 September 1869 p4 Sale, the Three Horse Shoes
Dry Drayton, Cambs. Five Miles from the Town of Cambridge. Fine old grass land, small farm
premises, well accustomed old-licensed public house (The Three Horse Shoes), and several cottages,
&c. freehold and tithe-free, Mann and Raven are honoured with instructions to offer for sale by
auction, at the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, on Thursday, the 16th of September, 1869, at Six
o'clock in the evening.
All that well accustomed public-house, known as the Three Horse Shoes, consisting of
parlour, tap-room, kitchens, good cellarage, and convenient sleeping apartments; good
stabling, cart sheds, and yard adjoining, abutting on the Rectory Grounds to the south, and
property of the Rev. John Purchase to the north and west, in the occupation of Mr. Silk.
A very comfortable cottage and garden, in the occupation of Mrs. Markham, and la. 3r. 35p.
(more or less), of fine old pasture land, with barn, piggeries, and outbuildings thereon,
situate near the centre of the village, in the occupation of Mr. John Silk, abutting north on
property of Miss Cotton, and east, west, and south the public road.
Three cottages and gardens, in the occupation of William Binge, Widow Chapman, and Male,
and a Close of Fine old Pasture, containing la. 1r. 35p. (more or less), in the occupation of
Mr. John Silk, abutting on property of the Rev. John Purchase, on the south and east, and
west on property of Chafy, Esq., and north on the public road.
An Inclosure of very fine old pasture, known as "The Park" situate in the centre the village,
containing 13a. 3r. 14p. (more or less), in the occupation of Mr. Henry Cole, surrounded by
the public streets and roads, except as to a very small portion on the east by property of Mr.
Kidman. This property presents several capital sites for villa residences; the land is wellknown for its productive quality, and it is believed to be the best piece of grazing ground
within many miles.
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Further particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained of O. Lucas, Esq, 50, Fenchurch-street,
London, and of the Auctioneers, Hobson-street, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 8 July 1871 P8 disorderly drinkers
Cambridge Division Petty Sessions. William Huddlestone, 20, and William Brickwood, 22, labourers,
of Dry Drayton, were charged by the Police with being disorderly and refusing to quit the Three
Horse Shoes public-house, at Dry Drayton, on the 10th ult. Fined 2s. 6d. and costs.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 28 August 1875 p5 Sale of property
Preliminary Notice. Dry Drayton, Cambridgeshire.
Valuable Tithe Free Estate, Nearly all Freehold and Land Tax Redeemed, consisting of 295a.
0r. 37p. of very productive arable and old land, in the occupation of Messrs Thomas and
Watson Reynolds.
The "Three Horse Shoes" public house and convenient premises adjoining in the occupation
of Mr. John Silk.
A capital cottage and garden, occupied by Mrs Markham, and la. 3r. 35p. of accommodation
Pasture Land, with Farm Premises in the occupation of Mr. John Silk
A piece of old pasture, called "Hanscomb's Close" containing two acres (more or less)
occupied by Mr John Silk with three cottages thereon.
This very desirable property will be offered for sale by auction, early in the month of November next.
Mann and Raven, Auctioneers, Cambridge. J. E. Fox and Co. Solicitors, 65, Chancery lane, London,
W.C.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 3 April 1880 p4 Property sale
Dry Drayton Cambridgeshire, Five Miles from Cambridge. Two valuable Freehold Tenements, and
wheelwrights’ shop, eligibly situate, abutting upon the main street in the centre of the village, and
an allotment of productive freehold garden ground, With the Tenements thereon, abutting upon
Scotland-road (containing about half an acre), to be sold by auction, by Messrs. GRAIN & LONG, On
Thursday. 22nd April, 1880. at the Three Horse Shoes public house, in Dry Drayton, at Six o’clock
punctually in the evening, by direction of the proprietor and the Trustees under the Will of William
Markham, deceased, subject to such conditions as will be produced at the sale. Particulars may be
had of Messrs. Barlow, Palmer, and Bonkett, solicitors, St. Andrew’s street. Cambridge; at the Three
Horse Shoes public house, Dry Drayton; and of Messrs. Grain and Long, land agents and auctioneers,
St, Andrew’s-hill, Cambridge.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 3 April 1880 p4 Sale of house contents etc.
Dry Drayton, Cambs. The useful household Furniture & Effects, Comprising the usual bedroom and
sitting-room furniture, kitchen utensils and ware, in capital condition, the contents of a house
comprising three bedrooms, two sitting-rooms, kitchen, cellar, and pantry,
to be sold by auction (on the premises) by Messrs. GRAIN & LONG, On Thursday, 22nd April. 1880. at
Two for Three o’clock, by direction of the Trustees under the Will of Wm. Markham, deceased.
Catalogues may had at the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, and of the Auctioneers. St. Andrew’s
Hill, Cambridge.
Cambridge Independent Press - Saturday 25 March 1882 p8, Licence transfers 21

The Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton to Mrs Jane Silk.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Friday 19 November 1886 p5 Sale of public house
Messrs Wright and Scruby are instructed by the Rev A.W.Hamilton-Gell to sell by auction at the Red
Lion Hotel Cambridge on Saturday November 27th 1886 at 4 o'clock in the Afternoon all that
valuable freehold and old established Public House situate in the centre of the village and known by
the sign of the Three Horse Shoes as now occupied by Mrs Silk. Further particulars will appear and
may shortly be had of Mr E.Wayman Solicitor, Silver Street, Cambridge and of the Auctioneers Post
Office Terrace, Cambridge.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 23 March 1888 p8 Pub to let
To be let at Michaelmas next, the Three Horse Shoes Public House at Dry Drayton Cambridgeshire.
For further particulars apply to Edwin Wm Swann, brewer, Castle Hotel, Cambridge or Mr W.Phypers
of Dry Drayton Cambs. (Advertising continued until August 1888)
Herts & Cambs Reporter & Royston Crow - Friday 26 October 1888 p5 New licensee Three Horse
Shoes. Division Petty Sessions, transfers of beer house licences agreed by the Magistrates included
Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, from Mary Aust to Wm Thomas Ratcliffe.
Cambridge Daily News Sat 1st September 1900 p1. Public house to let
To let. The Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton; fully licensed house with out buildings. For terms apply
Lacon, Albion Brewery, Cambridge
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 14 February 1908 p5. Three Horse Shoes
Licensing meetings, Cambridge Division. The annual Licensing meeting for the Cambridge Division
was held the Shirehall, Chesterton on Saturday morning. Lt Col H.W. Hurrell presided, and the other
Justices present were: Professor O. D. Liveing, Sir Edward Candy, J. O. Vinter, E. Few, W Clear. W. A.
Macfarlane Grieve. E. Parish, H. H. Wiles. W. Durnford, and J. D. Penrose Esq. With reference to the “
Three Horse Shoes,” Dry Drayton, PC Jaggard stated that he visited the house and found a man name
Saunders there. He was drunk and resting on the table asleep. Deputy-Chief Constable Webb, in
reply to Mr. Heal, said that Saunders was a stranger to the village. Mr. Heal intimated that he would
caution the landlady.
Herts & Cambs Reporter & Royston Crow - Friday 1 November 1912 p6, drunken publican
William George Brooks (44) licensed victualler of the Three Horse Shoes Dry Drayton was summoned
for having been drunk on his premises on Oct 23rd. Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 10s and
costs.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 14 February 1913 p9. Cambridgeshire Licensing.
William George Brooks, of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, was on 26th October fined 10s. and
6s. 6d. costs for being found drunk on his licensed premises. A new tenant took possession Saturday
last. Notice was received that there would be an application to transfer the licence from William
George Brooks to Francis Joseph Thompson.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 10 November 1916 p8 Stock Club.
The annual meeting and dinner of Dry Drayton and District Stock Club was held on Monday last at
the Three Horse Shoes Inn. Nearly all the members were present. After an excellent dinner, served
by Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, the usual business of the club was gone through, and the officers were
elected for the ensuing year; President, Mr. F.Walker, sen.; treasurer. Mr. J. T. Osborne. Madingley;
secretary. Mr. W. White, Madingley. After paying all expenses the funds amount to £lO7 18s 5d in
hand, which was considered highly satisfactory for a small club.
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Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 2 November 1917 p8. Stock Club
The annual dinner of the Dry Drayton and District Stock Club was held at the Three Horse Shoes Inn
on Monday evening, when nearly all the members were present. Dinner was served by Mr. and Mrs.
F. Thompson in a most satisfactory manner. The treasurer reported that the club had paid away in
losses during the past year £35, leaving a balance in hand of £88 17s 9d. The following officers were
re-elected: President, Mr. F. Walker: treasurer, Mr. J. T Osborne: secretary, Mr. W. White; Messrs W.
Anable and W. Impey were elected stewards for the next half-year.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 15 November 1918 p8. Horse and Cattle Club.
The Dry Drayton and District Horse and Cattle Club held its annual meeting at the Three Horse Shoes
Inn on Monday evening last. At the close of the meeting the Treasurer stated that they had in hand
the sum of £86 16s 2d. The following were elected officers for the ensuing year: Chairman, Mr
F.Walker, Treasurer Mr J.T.Osborne, Secretary Mr W.White, Stewards Messrs W.Anable and
W.Impey.
Cambridge Daily News - Saturday 14 February 1920 p3
Justifiable Assault. At Cambs Divisional Bench today, Saturday, Francis Joseph Thompson of the
Three Horse Shoes Dry Drayton was charged with being violent and refusing to leave licensed
premises of the Black Horse Dry Drayton and also with assaulting Alfred George Rivers. the licensee
of the Black Horse. The case was dismissed.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 12 March 1920 P4
The transfer of the Three Horse Shoes Dry Drayton from F J Thompson to George John Proctor was
granted.
Saffron Walden Weekly News - Friday 12 February 1937 p5
Full transfer of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton from Joseph Marshall to Charles ?John Amos was
granted.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 06 October 1939 P5
The Magistrates granted a full transfer of the licence of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton from
Ernest Richard Toombs to Frederick John Elbourn.
Saffron Walden Weekly News - Friday 08 December 1944 P10
An application was granted for a transfer of the Three Horse Shoes, Dry Drayton, from Frederick
John Elbourn to Frederick Charles Goodwin.
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99
British History site. Dry Drayton's inns included the Five Bells, opened after 1810, where the
Oakington road met the Huntingdon turnpike. Recorded from 1841 it became solely a farmhouse
after 1912. In the village itself were the Three Horse Shoes, recorded from the 1760s, and the Black
Horse, open by c. 1780, which both survived into the 1930s. Only the Black Horse remained in 1985.
A clubroom for the labourers' Shepherds friendly society had been built behind the Queen's Head
beerhouse by 1876. https://www.british-history.ac.uk
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Prince of Wales
Location: On the South East side of Oakington Road, Dry Drayton, between Crafts Farm and Long
Lane. Approximate position near to the present number 16 Oakington Road.
Operating Dates: 1861 – no later than 1912
Details
The 1861 census lists Susan Kester, 37, as the publican at the Prince of Wales. As with other licensed
premises in the village the Prince of Wales was at times the venue for sales and inquests. In 1865 the
Prince of Wales, described as an "old established public house" was sold at an auction on the
premises. The tenant at the time was William Amps. In the 1871 Census, no address given, William
Amps was shown as an agricultural labourer, and his wife, Susan, 48, was a publican. In the 1891
census the licensee was John Willmott, 68. In 1910 the licence was transferred from Albert Dilley to
Ernest William Allgood. In 1912 the premises were sold by auction and were described as “late
known as The Prince of Wales”
Supporting information.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 12 August 1865 p5. Prince of Wales Inn.
Dry Drayton, Cambridgeshire. Public-House and Land, to be sold by auction, by Messrs. Mann and
Raven, at the Prince of Wales Inn, on Monday, the 25th of August, 1865, at six for seven o’clock in
the Evening. That Old-established Public House, known as the "Prince of Wales," in the occupation of
Wm. Amps; also Cottage, Stable, Outbuildings, and ? (more or less) of out pasture land, bounded on
the north and south by land of W. and T. Kidman; east by land of the Rev. Wm. Smith; and west by
the Public road. Copyhold of the Manor of Crowlands. Also a Close of capital arable land, in the
occupation of Wm. Amps, bounded on the north by land of Mr. W. Taylor; south by land of Mr.
Warren, east by land of the Rev. Wm. Smith; and west by the Public road. Copyhold of the Manor of
Crowlands. Further particulars may be had on application to E. Wayman. Esq., Solicitor, or to Mann
and Raven, Auctioneers, Cambridge.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 30 November 1872 p8 refusing to quit public house.
Cambridge Division Petty Sessions, Dry Drayton. Adams Moore, blacksmith, Dry Drayton, was
charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the Prince of Wales public-house at Dry Drayton, on
the 9th inst., when requested to do so by William Amps, the landlord. Fined £3 and costs, or distress
warrant to issue. Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 25 January 1873 reported an identical
offence on 10th January - case adjourned 2 weeks.
Cambridge Chronicle 12th October 1894 p8. Inquest on Lydia Broakes
An inquest was held by Mr. A.J.Lyon, the County Coroner, at the Prince of Wales public house on
Monday on the body of Lydia Broakes, aged 76, who was found dead in bed on Sunday morning.
John Ofield, a farm labourer, brother to the deceased, said he called at her house Sunday morning,
but as he could not make anyone hear, he broke into the house and found deceased lying dead on
the bed. Deceased had complained to him of her side, which she said she had hurt by falling down a
ladder. Sarah Broak, who lives next door to the deceased said she seemed alright the previous night
and she thought she heard deceased moving about at midnight. Mr. R.E.Lewis, surgeon, of
Willingham said by autopsy he found that the deceased’s heart was fatty, which caused syncope, the
cause of death. The jury returned a verdict if “Death from natural causes”.
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Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 07 October 1904 p1
Sale of productive and valuable freehold orchard situated in the village next to the Prince of Wales
Inn, numbered 63 on Ordnance map and containing about 1 acre 0r 13p. in the occupancy of Mr
Thompson at an annual rental of £6. To be sold on 8 Oct 1904.
Saffron Walden Weekly News - Friday 02 December 1910 P6
Full transfer of the licence of the Prince of Wales Dry Drayton from Albert Dilley to Ernest William
Allgood.
Saffron Walden Weekly News - Friday 12 May 1922 p12
If furniture, left at the Prince of Wales name Anable 1916 is not removed and storage paid within
seven days it will be disposed of.
Cambridge Daily News - Thursday 25 January 1912 P2
Auction notice: Messrs C E Gray and Sons are instructed to sell by auction at the Lion Hotel on
Saturday February 10th 1912 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon sharp .... the freehold dwelling house with
1a 0r 20p of ground suitable for an accommodation small holding and late known as “The Prince of
Wales” Dry Drayton Cambs.
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99
Large barn formerly associated with the pub blew down in 1953

Rose and Crown
Location: High Street, near Long Lane. Exact location not pinpointed.
Operating Dates: 1860s - 1905
Details
Described as a pre-1869 beerhouse. An inquest on a drowned child was held there July 1872. In the
1891 census Charles Thompson, 20, was the licensee. Also in 1891 an application to transfer the
licence of the Rose and Crown Dry Drayton from Charlotte Ansell to Solomon Joseph Seaby was
adjourned for a week. In 1905 the licensing Justices considered the Rose and Crown, owned by
Hudson’s Cambridge and Pampisford Breweries Company, Ltd. and occupied by Albert Harper.
Trade was described as small, around 49 barrels of beer per year. The magistrates abolished the
licence for the premises. The owners were compensated by £2OO (representing the difference in
value of the property with and without a beer licence. The tenant received compensation of £2O.
The brewery sold the premises in July 1906 when it was described as "Freehold House, lately known
as "The Rose and Crown,” with Cottage adjoining, and 2 Cottages, the whole containing about half
an acre." In 1910 the property was again offered for sale and was described as: “part brick and tiles
and part clunch and thatched, containing 2 sitting rooms and kitchen, 4 bedrooms with garden at
the back; brick, boarded and tiled 3 bay lodge and stable, boarded and tiled washhouse; with
cottage adjoining containing 2 rooms and 2 brick and slated cottages each containing 3 rooms.” The
property sold again in 1920 and was described as “situated near Long Lane”. In Gallows Piece to Bee
Garden John Hacker states: “...it was a dilapidated cottage in the 1930s. It was then a one-hoss
smallholding owned by Dave Watts. When the old house was demolished shortly after the Second
World War, two bungalows were erected on this site but neither commemorated the Rose and
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Crown”. Resident John Cole recalls that “Dave Watts’ yard was next door to and on the South of the
old village Post Office at 68 High Street, backing onto the footpath beside the former Queen’s Head
pub. It had some old sheds on it and now has two white bungalows on the site”.
Supporting information.
Cambridge Chronicle and Journal - Saturday 3 August 1872 p4 Inquest. DRY DRAYTON Child
Drowned. On Monday, an inquest was held at the Rose and Crown public-house, before Mr C. W.
Palmer, Esq., Deputy Coroner, concerning the death of Susan Binge, aged 2 years and 5 months, the
daughter of a labourer. On Sunday afternoon the deceased was found drowned in a pond in Mr.
Reynolds's field, in the direction of which she was seen going alone some time previously. Verdict
“Found Drowned".
Herts & Cambs Reporter & Royston Crow - Friday 27 November 1891 P6
An application to transfer the licence of the Rose and Crown Dry Drayton from Charlotte Ansell to
Solomon Joseph Seaby was adjourned for a week.
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 30 June 1905 p6. Working the Licensing Act. Fourteen licences
extinguished in Cambridgeshire. What was termed the principal meeting of the Compensation
Authority for the County of Cambridge, pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1904, was held at the
Shirehall, Chesterton, on Friday. The Committee met to consider the fifteen licences referred to
them by the Licensing Justices of the various petty sessional divisions, in accordance with the
provisions of the new Licensing Act. ROSE AND CROWN, DRY DRAYTON. This was an on beerhouse,
owned by Messrs. Hudson and occupied by Albert Harper. Mr. Hudson, who appeared for the
owners, said he did not propose to offer any evidence as to the trade, which was only small. The
argument that house should find a living for the tenant seemed to him to be unreasonable. Mr.
Raikes, who appeared for the Justices, replied that if there were many houses in Cambridgeshire
which did not support the tenants, it followed in his opinion that the county was over stocked with
licences. Superintendent Webb said he thought the house was not required.
The Committee's Decision. Having heard all the cases, the Committee retired to consider their
decision. They were absent for about an hour, and on their return the Chairman announced that in
all the cases referred, with the exception of the Red Lion, Comberton, the licences would be
abolished, with the compensation that the law gave them the discretion to award. The licence of the
Red Lion would be renewed. As to the day on which they would make the compensation payable,
the Compensation Authority fixed the 1st of February next, that the licences granted provisionally
would expire on February 1st. That would hold good if they found it possible. It was announced that
the Committee would probably meet next in October.
The story continued in the Cambridge Independent Press on Friday 10 November 1905 , p5.
Reduction of licences in Cambs - cost of compensation. The Justices forming the Compensation
Authority for Cambridgeshire under the Licensing Act of 1904 met at the Shirehall, Chesterton, on
Friday, for the purpose of awarding compensation to the persons interested in fourteen houses, in
respect of which the renewals of licences were refused the principal meeting of the Authority last
June. Mr. A J. Lyon appeared in respect of the “Rose and Crown," Dry Drayton, and £115 was asked
for the loss of this beer on licence by the owners and £l5 the tenant, Albert Harper. Mr. Lyon said
that the average trade for the last five years had been 49 barrels per year during 1904 it was 39
barrels. Mr. Moyes said that the premises were freehold. The house was an ante-1869 beerhouse,
and its value with the licence was £500, and without £8O. He allowed for the alterations necessary
to convert it into a private house, when it would be worth about £3 per year. Evidence was also
given by Mr. Hudson and the tenant. (The Justices) eventually made the following offers: Rose and
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Crown, Dry Drayton, £2OO for owners and ' £2O for the tenant; (the Dry Drayton award was
accepted).
Cambridge Independent Press - Friday 27th July 1906 p1. Sale
Tomorrow, Saturday, Oakington, Dry Drayton, and Swavesey, Cambs. Valuable Freehold Property
(including) at Dry Drayton - Freehold House, lately known as "The Rose and Crown,” with Cottage
adjoining, and 2 Cottages, the whole containing about half an acre. To be sold by auction, by Messrs.
Grain, Moyes and Wisby, At the Lion Hotel, Petty Cury, Cambridge, on Saturday, July 28th, 1906, at
4-30 o‘clock precisely, by direction of Hudson’s Cambridge and Pampisford Breweries Company, Ltd.,
on account of the Licences having been suppressed. Particulars and Conditions of Sale may be
obtained of Messrs. Lyon and Son, Solicitors, 22, St. Andrew’s Street; or of Messrs. Grain, Moyes and
Wisbey, Phoenix Fire Insurance Offices, 66, St. Andrew’s Street, Cambridge.
Cambridge Independent Press Friday 17 June 1910 p1
At Dry Drayton. Dwelling House situated in High Street, lately known as the Rose and Crown, part
brick and tiles and part clunch and thatched, containing 2 sitting rooms and kitchen, 4 bedrooms
with garden at the back; brick, boarded and tiled 3 bay lodge and stable, boarded and tiled
washhouse; with cottage adjoining containing 2 rooms and 2 brick and slated cottages each
containing 3 rooms, in the occupation of sub tenants of Messrs Chivers and Sons, Ltd. Histon. To be
sold by auction by Mr A T Grain at the Lion Hotel Cambridge on Friday 24th June 18 1910.
Cambridge Daily News - Monday 01 March 1920 P2
Advertisement for property sale: In the Parish of Dry Drayton, Dwelling House formerly known as
The Rose and Crown, with cottage adjoining and 2 brick and tiled cottages near, situated near Long
Lane, to be sold by Messrs Hudsons Ltd at the Lion Hotel Cambridge on 17 March 1920
Cambridge Daily News - Monday 16 February 1920 p2. Notice of forthcoming sale of properties,
include "In the parish of Dry Drayton : Dwelling house formerly known as the Rose and Crown with
cottage adjoining and 2 brick and tiled cottages near situated near Long Lane."
Gallows Piece to Bee Garden, Millennium History of Dry Drayton, 2000, page 99 records Dave Watts
as the licensee
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